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New Wheels For
Community Connector

calé for neurodiverse, by neurodiversa
A:‘I:: & the purpose of the newly started
aCald The NewoCafe initistive
opened by Takwatanga Whakatere, aims to
serve two purposes for the neunodee g ent
coMmaTRINEY, 1o provide a sale sensosy space
for newodaegent people. and povide mal
wiorkplace expenences

Tabiviatang a Whakatere was codounded by
Cola Calooed in 204 8 when she moved ta the
area and found wer itk suppost lor hesel and
her son, who is neurodnengent.

“Wow our dhildren hawve grown up, they as
nﬂ-.vrllrg support around work expenenoe brh'g
imto the wark and Fansisoning into adulhood”
Cobooad said.

The calé has taben mspwason froim several
sirilar locations in the Nodh kland. Based oul
of Alashbacks at 1735 Bumett Streat, the café
B operated h-,'noulndmlgon! siall, while also
offering sale sensosy spaces for neumdivengant
custoamans. Thanks to a quick response graml
from the Braided RBves Community Taust of
£1,525, they have been abls to equip the space
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New café a hub for neurodivergent

with the appopriste sensory equipment fey
neeghed.

“We'ne going 1o have 3 sensody space nol
anly for our pateons, bat abso families thatcome
in that just need a bat of a beeak and & oes”
Coloosd said

“The sensory space 5 designed 1o be abéo to
ERE S0Mme sphoe fow them or children that pust
need to regulste while they're in a cald”

Cobcord said having spoken to a
neunpdnergent calé owner 1 the Nosh ldand,
the next step lo making it sustainable would be
ta be MOA qualified to allow the siafi o gt
qualificasons io matdh ther expenence

Thes & also an memational organisation
based in AustsBa whidch milaborates with
busme e Lo support fem with amploying
newadnengent siall, who Colmed sed she
wioukd bowe to parmar with and bring thelr work
o N Tealand.

“if's big plans, but it & definitely doable,”
Coboond saud

Arots Caléwill be open avery Monday and
Tuesday, Sam-Spm.

@ Mid Canterbury Commumty Viehide Trust
Commundy Conneclior Senio continues
to grow, and with a new set of wheels in
tha apark, they knok setto match ncreasing
demand.
Thambs 1oa grant of 316000 from the Brasded

Rwes Community Taist, in parinarship with the conned people Molillan said
Lion Foundatson, the Trusd have baen abis 1o add “0ne day & month that o omuld help us out
a new vehicle 1o thesr flest woubd be realy good” Melillan said

Having prsiously baen opemtng usng a
wehicle puhaed fom the Ashbunion Town
Watch three years aga, Tast Chaipesaon Liz
Mchdillan demand and the vehicke aging had led

1o the need for 8 new vehicke Hps.
“We were sonm of stting around 25 1o 30 The new sehides a h , and can seat 6
pasengen A m\nﬁ." bl san] adulbs plus the diveg he 1§ Do incre et el
“Wie are now soet of stling around 45 s0itis Capaciy.

growing”
The an-demand sende operates airods the

distrit and mbes on volunteer drvers to gat
peophe to high-use drop o poms e Ashburton
ke the hospital or District Councl offices.

Like many voluniear-based inifiabves, thare
i abways aneed for mose helpers, with the nole
esing inaredibly rewarding and a antastic way 1o

The Trust now has three vehickes to use,
with a vehicle based in Rakaia provided by the
Community Associabon and Rakala Lions, whille
the: old vehacle walll be kept on hand for shor
b

Those booking to find out move about the
serate should contact 05 928 8164
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Working Together to Support the Community

Braided Rivers Community Trust ﬁSomerset House, Burnett St, Level 2
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June - Quick Response Grants We provide the funding -
Thomas Eaton— _ugq |but the real [EGENTDS are the one
Bede Giees =
P iy it who turn it into something
HaisonDook = s magical!
i T Braided Rivers € ity Trust and th
raided Rivers Community Trust and the
July - Quick Response Grants Lion Foundation proudly support local
The folawing grants wene made pecple, teams, and groups with funding to
Hafey Duffed 500 help them grow and give back.
Temat Graham.. T — - 500
Ashburton Pofery Sociely W25 We're regularly inspired by the impact of
Chloe Pech 11,000 this support and ook forward to sharing
lawaangaWhabatewe. . "|525 mare if their stories of success,

THE LION

FOUNDATON.
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Lion Foundation - July
Mid Camerbury Dog Tining Chib ICOPOTAR]. oo 72,000
Peshbuton Cormemnity Gaeden 12,338
Ashbuston Yoush Health Teust B Wainua O Rangatahile e T1500
Young Men's Chestion Assocstion of Soush amd Mid Canterbusy
Inaeparated 8,000
Wead-Te Fisita Gun Chub e 0o e 14000
i Camterbusy Commmunity Uahicde Sust 6,000
Age Concem, Ashburion (o eponied e 25 100
Ashbuson Senors Cenbre Tt 15 000
Rirtheight Cane dury Tast 25 104
Rakaia Goll Chub inoorpoeted e T3B.000
Ilse] Carmerusy Hocke y Incosparated 155 000/
Ashbustion Celtc Rugby Foothall Cub inoporated e 355 000
"262 542
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